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FOREWORD 


The GITA, which forms an integral part 
of the Mahabharata, has been rightly called 
the “ Bible of Humanity.” As the author 
of “Gita Panchadasi ” points out, “it does 
not contradict the truth of any Religion ”— 
on the other hand it harmonises them all in 
a supreme unity. Therefore, the author is 
right when he says that a man can never 
outgrow the Gita. Why? because as a great 
Occultist once said, the Gita has reaily seven 
octaves of meaning, so that as one transcends 
one layer, he mounts up to the next higher 
and so on - until the supreme and final 
word of wisdom, the ultimate truth of 
Brahmavidya, is attained. 

Moreover,the Gita emphasises the unity 
of the three well-known paths of Karma, 
Bhakti and Jnana— Action, Devotion and In- 
tellection. There are, as has been correctly 
pointed out, three paths or temperamental 
differences between man and man—the 
Heroic type (the man of action), the Devo- 
tional-Artistic type (Bhakta) and the Philo- 
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sophico-Scientific type ( Jnani) according as 
one or another of the three aspects of the 
triune Monad—its sat aspect, its chit aspect 
or its Ananda aspect, is predominant. From 
this synthetical point of view, not only are 
the different approaches to yoga or union 
with the Absolute synthesised in the Gita 
into a harmonious whole, but the Absolute 
is realised therein as transcending and 
including the highest Purusa, so that It or 
rather He, is seen both as a Principle and 
a person—The Gita, therefore as the final 
word of wisdom ( as the author truly points 
out ) “ looks at the Universe both inwardly, 
outwardly and upwardly.” 

- The Gita has naturally been looked at 
variously according to the particular view- - 
point of the student who approaches it, but 
it is not exhausted by any exposition how- 
ever high or mighty. Our author who has 
made an intensive and fruitful study of the 
Gita, has approached the subject from a new 
and ee point of view, and has found 
it necestary to re-arrange its 700 verses, 
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casting them into 15 chapters and incorpo- 
rating in the text parallel passages from the 
Vedas, the Upanisads and the Mahabharat. 
This, if carefully studied, helps one to 
get a fuller view of the meaning of the Gita. 

On the whole, having gone through the 
book “Gita Panchadasi” I find it fully 
worth careful reading and I accordingly 
commend it tothe reader. There is an in- 
teresting introduction covering 144 pages and 
this is followed by a synopsis of the $5 chap- 
ters into which the Gita has been recast., 
After that, there is the Sanskrit text itself 
followed by an English translation not only 
of the verses of the Gita but also of the paral- 
lel passages incorporated into the text from” 
the Vedas, the Upanisads and Mahabharat. 


Speaking for myself, I would have preferred 
that these additional verses were put as foot- 
notes instead of being ıncorporatell in the 
body of the book—the text itself being con- 
fined to verses from the Gita itself arranged 
from the stand.point of the Author, but the 
author has a right to follow his own course. 
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